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PREFACE, | 


The greater part of what is contained in these pages was published in 
the New York Age June 25, 1892, in explanation of the editorial which the 
Memphis whites corisidered sufficiently infamous to justify the destruction 
of my paper, The Free Speech. 

Since the appearance of that statement, requests have come from all 
parts of the country that ‘‘Exiled,” (the name under which it then appeared) be 
issued in pamphletform, Some donations were made, but not enough for 
that purpose. The noble effort of the ladies of New York and Brooklyn 
Oct 5 have enabled me to comply with this request and give the world a 
true, unvarnished account of the causes of lynch law in the South. 

This statement is not a shield for the despoiler of virtue, nor altogether a 
defense for the poor blind Afro-American Sampsons who suffer themselves 
to be betrayed by white Delilahs, It isa contribution to truth, an array of 
facts, the perusal of which it is hoped will stimulate this great American 
Republic to demand that justice be done though the heavens fall. 

It is with no pleasure I have dipped my hands in the corruption here ex- 
posed. Somebody must show that the Afro-American race is more sinned 
against than sinning, and it seems to have fallen upon me to do so. The 
awful death-roll that Judge Lynch is calling every week is appalling, not 
only because of the lives it takes, the rank cruelty and outrage to the vic- 
tims, but because of the prejudice it fosters and the stain it places against 
the good name of a weak race. 

The Afro-American is not a bestialrace. If this work can. contribute in 
any way toward proving this, and at the same time arouse the conscience of 
the American people to a demand for justice to every citizen, and punish- 
ment by law for the lawless, I shall feel I have done my race a service. 
Other considerations are of minor importance, 

IDA B. WELLS, 
New York City, Oct. 26, 1292. 
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To the Afro-American women of New York and 


Brooklyn, whose race love, earnest 
effort at Lyric Hall, in the City of 
night of October 5th, 1892,— made 


cation, this pamphlet is. gratefully 


author, 
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HON. FRED, DOUGLASS'S LETTER. 


Dear Miss Wells ; 


Let me give you thanks for your faithful paper on 
the lynch abomination now generally practiced against 
colored people in the South. There has been no word 
equal to it in convincing power. .I have spoken, but my 
word is feeble in comparison. You give us what you 
know and testify from actual knowledge. You have 
dealt with the facts with cool, painstaking fidelity and 
left those naked and uncontradicted facts to speak for 
themselves. | 

Brave woman ! you have done your people and mine 
a service which can neither be weighed nor measured. If 
American conscience were only half alive, if the Ameri- 
can church and clergy were only half christianized, if 
American moral sensibility were not hardened by persis- 
tent infliction of outrage and crime against colored peo- 
ple, a scream of horror, shame and indignation would 
rise to Heaven wherever your pamphlet shall be read. 

But alas! even crime has power to reproduce itself 
and create conditions favorable to its own existence. It 
sometimes seems we are deserted by earth and Heaven 
—-yet we must still think, speak and work, and trust in 
the power of a merciful God for final deliverance. 


Very truly and gratefully yours, 
FREDERICK DOUGLASS. 


Cedar Hill, Anacostia, D; C., Gct. 25, 1892. 
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CHAPTER: T, 
THE OFFENSE. 


Wednesday ovening May 24th, 1592, the city of Memphis was filled 
with excitement. Editoriale in the daily papers of that date caused a 
meeting to be held in the Cotton Exchange Cuilding; a committee was 
aent forthe editora of the “Free Speech” an Afro-American journal 
published in that city, and the only reason the open threats of lynching 
that were made were not carried out was because they could not be 
found. The cagse of all this commotion was the following editorial 
published in the “Free Speech” May Zlet, 1892, the Saturday previous. 

‘Fight negroes lynched since Inst issue of the “ Free Speech” one at 
Little Rock, Ark., last Saturday morning where the citizens broke (!) 
into the penitentiary and got their man; three near Anniston, Ala., one 
near New Orleans; and three at Clarksville, Ga., the last three for 
killing a white man, and five on the same old racket—the new alarm 
about raping white women. The same programme of hanging, then 
shooting bullets into the lifeless bodies was carried out to the letter. 

Nobody in this section of the country believes the old thread bare 
lie that Negro men rape white women. If Southern white men are not 
carefal, they will over-reach themselves and public sentiment will have 
a reaction; a conclusion will then be reached which will be very dama- 
ging to the moral repotation of their women.” 

“The Daily Commercial” of Wednesday following, May 25th, con- 
tained the following lender: 

“Those negroea who are allempling to make the lynching of indi- 
viduals of their race a means for arousing the worst passions of their 
kind are playing with a dangerous sentiment, The negroos may ae well 
understand that there is no mercy for the negro rapist and little pa. 
tience with his defenders. A negro organ printed in this city, in a 
recent issue publishes the following atrocious paragraph: ‘Nobody in 
this section of the country believes the old thread-bare lie that negro 
mon rape white women. If Southern white men are not careful they will 
over-reach themselves, and public sentiment will have a reaction; and a 
conclusion will be reached which will be very damaging to the moral 
reputation of their women,’ 

The fact that a black scoundrel] ia aliowed to live and utter such 
lonthsome and repulsive calumnies is a volume of evidence as to the 
wonderful patience of Southern whites. But we have hed enough of it. 
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There are some things that the Southern white man will not toler- 
ate, and the obscene intimations of the foregoing have brought the 
writer to the very outermost limit of public patience. We hope we 
have said encagh.” 

The trening Scimitar of same clate, eopied the “Qommercial's” 
editorial with these words of comment: “Patience under such cireum- 
stances ia nota virtue, If the negroes themselves do not apply the 
remedy without delay it will be the duty of those whom he has attacked 
to tie the wretch who utters these calumnies to a stake at the intorsec- 
tion of Main and Madison Sta, brand himin the forehead with a hot 
iron and perform upon him a surgical operation with a pair of tailor’s 
shears.” 

Aeting upon this advice, the leading citizens met in the Cotton Fx- 
change Building the same evening, and threate of lynching were freely 
indulged, not by the lawless element upon which the deviliry of thea 
South is usually aaddled—but by the leading business men, in their 
leading business centre. Mr. Fleming, the business manager and ownmg 
a half interest the Free Speech, had to leave town to eatape the mob, ancl 
was afterwards ordered not to return; letters and telegrams sent me in 
New York where [was spanding my vacation advised me that bodily 
harm awaited my return. Creditors took possession of the office and 
sold the outfit, and the “Free Speech” was as if it had never been. 

The editorial in question was prompted by the many inhuman and 
fiendish lynchings of Afro-Americans which have recently taken place 
and was meantas a warning. Eight lynched in one week and five of them 
charged with rape! Thethinking public will not easily believe froe- 
dom and cducation more brutalizing than slavery, and the world knows 
that the crime of rape was unknown during four years of civil war, 
when the white women of the South were at thea ey of the race 
which i8 all at once charged with being a bestial one. 

Since my business has been destroyed and [ am an exile from home 
because of that editorial, the issue has been forced, and as the writer of 
it I feel that the race and the public generally should have a statement 
of the facts as they exist. They will serve at the same time nao de- 
fonse for the Afro-Americans Sampsons who suffer themselves to be 
betraved by white Delils.ha. 

The whites of Montgomery, Ala., know J. 0. Duke sounded the key- 
note of the situation —. hich they would gladly hide from the world, 
when he said in his pxper, “ The Herald," five yeara ago: “ Why is it 
that white women attract negro men now more than in former days! 
There was a time when such a thing was unheard of, There i a secret 
to this thing, and ve greatly suspect it is the growing appreciation of 
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white Juliets for colored Romeos.” Mr. Duke, like the “Free Speech ” 
proprietors, was forced to leave the city for reflecting on the “honah ” 
of white women and his paper suppressed; but the truth remains that 
Afro-American men do not always rape (?) white women without their 
consent. 

Mr. Duke, before leaving Montgomery, signed a card disclaiming 
any intention of slandering Southern white women. The editor of the 
“Free Speech” has no disclaimer to enter, but asserts instead that 
there are many white women in the South who would marry colored 
men if such an act would not place them at once beyond the pale of 
society and within the clutches of the law. The miscegnation laws of 
the South only operate against the legitimate union of the races; they 
leave the white man free to seduce all the colored girls he can, but it 
is death to the colored man who yields to the force and advances of a 
similar attraction in white women. White men lynch the offending 
Afro-American, not because he is a despoiler of virtue, but because he 
succumbs to the smiles of white women. 
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Offett, who had already served four years, released and secured a 


divorce. 

There are thousands of such cases throughout the South, with the 
difference that the Southern white men in insatiate fury wreak their 
vengeance without intervention of law upon the Afro-Americans who 
consort with their women. A few instances to substantiate the asser- 
tion that some white women love the company of the Afro-American 
will not be out of place. Most of these cases were reported by the daily 
papers of the South. 

In the winter of 1885-6 the wife of a practicing physician in Mem- 
phis, in good social standing whose name has escaped me, left home, 
husband and children, and ran away with her black coachman. She 
was with him a month before her husband found and brought her home. 
The coachman could not be found. The doctor moved his family away 
from Memphis, and is living in another city under an assumed name. 

In the same city last year a white girl in the dusk of evening 
screamed at the approach of some parties that a Negro had assaulted 
her on the street. He was captured, tried by a white judge and jury, 
that acquitted him of the charge, It is needless to add if there had 
been a scrap of evidence on which to convict him of ‘so grave a charge 
he would have been convicted. 

Sarah Clark of Memphis loved a black man and lived openly with 
him. When she was indicted last spring for miscegenation, she swore 
in court that she was not a white woman. This she did to escape the 
the penitentiary and continued her illicit relation undisturbed. That 
she is of the lower class of whites, does not disturb the fact that she is 
a white woman. “The leading citizens” of Memphis are defending the 
“honor” of ail white women, demi-monde included. 


Since the manager of the “Free Speech” has been run away from > 


Memphis by the guardians of the honor of Southern white women, a 
young girl living on Poplar St., who was discovered in intimate relations 
with a handsome mulatto young colored man, Will Morgan by name, 
stole her father’s money to send the young fellow away from that 
father’s wrath. She has since joined him in Chicago. 

‘The Memphis “Ledger” for June 8th has the following; “If Lillie 
Bailey, a rather pretty white girl seventeen years of age; who is now at 
the City Hospital, would be somewhat less reserved about her disgrace 
there would be some very nauseating details in the story of her life. 
She is the mother of a little coon. The truth might reveal fearful de- 
pravity or it might reveal the evidence of a rank outrage. She will not 
divulge the name of the man who has left such black evidence of her 
disgrace, and, in fact, says it is a matter in which there can be no in. 
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fifteen veor old girl in Louiziann, a woman in Jackson, Tenn., and one 
in Hollendalo, Miss, until the dkirk and bloody record of the South 
shows 728 Afro-Americans lynched during Ui past § yours, Not G0 
of these were for political causes; the rost were forall manner of 
accusations from that of fape of white women, to the case of the boy 
Will Lewis who was hinged at Tullahoma, Tenn, last rear for being 
drugk and “sassy” to white folks 

These statiatics compiled by the Chicago “Tribune” wert given 
ihe treat of this year (L092), Since then, not less than one hondred 
anid fifty have been known to have met violent death at the hands al 
crucl blowdthirety mobe daring the past nine months 


To pallinte this record (which grows worse as the Afro-American 


pocomes intelligent) and exense some of the moat hemonus crimes that 
i 
a 


ever stained the history of a coontry, the South is shielding iteelf be 
hind the plausible screen of defending the honor of itg women. This, 
too, im the faee of the fact that only one-third of the T28 victine ta 
mobs have beon charged with rape, to say nething of thos of that 
one-third who were innocent of the charge. A white correspondent 
of the Baltimore Sun declares that the Afro-American who was 
lynched in Chestertown, Mud, in May for assault on a white girl was 
innocant; that the deed was done by ao white man who had since dis 
appeared, The girl berself maintained that hear astailiant was o white 
man. When that poor Afro-American was murdered, the whites ex. 
coal their reiueal of a trun on the ground that they wished to spare 
the white girl the mortification of having to testify in court. 

This ery has bad ite effect. It has closed the heart, stifled the 
conseclones, warped the judgment and liushed the volee of press and 
palpat on the subject of lynch law throughout the “land of liberty." 
Men who stand high in the esteem of the public for christian charac 
ter, for moral and physical conrage, for devotion to the principles of 
equal and exact justicn toall, and for creat sagacity, stand aa cowards 
who fear to open Uheir mouthe before this great outrage. They do 
nok mit that by their tacit onecuragement, their silent aCQUicPseenee, the 
black shadow of lawlessness in the form of lynch law is spreading its 
wings over the whole count ry. 

Men who, ike Governor Tillman, start the ball of lynch law roll- 
ing for 4 certain crime, ore powerless to stop it when «drunken or 
criminal white Longhs feel tke hanging an Afro-Americin on any pre- 
Fk, a 

Even to the better class of Afro-Americons the crime of rape is 
eo revolting thoy have too often taken the white man's word and given 


lvoch law neither the investigation nor condemnation it doserred, 


f : : 4 | i 
They foreet that a concession of the richt to lyneh a mon for 
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on hoping and believing Unt general education and financial strength 
wold solve the difficulty, and are devoting their energies bo the acen 
mulation of both. 

The mob epirit has grown with the increasing intelligence of tha 
Afro-American. It has left the out-of-the-way places where ignorance 
prevails, haa thrown of the mask and with this mew ery stalks in 
broad «day 


light 
couraged by the “leading ciiizens” ane the press, 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE MALICIOUS AND UNTRUTHFUL WHITE PRESS. 


The “Daily Commercial” and ‘‘ Evening Scimitar” of Memphis, 
Tenn., are owned by leading business men of that city, and yet, in 
spite of the fact that there had been no white woman in Memphis out- 
raged by an Afro-American, and that Memphis possessed a thrifty law- 
abiding, property owning class of Afro-Americans the ‘‘ Commercial ” 
of May 17th, under the head of ‘‘More Rapes, More Lynchings” gave 
utterance to the following: : 

The lynching of three Negro scoundrels reported in our dispatches 
from Anniston, Ala., for a brutal outrage committed upon a white 
woman will be a text for much comment on ‘‘Southern barbarism” by 
Northern newspapers; but we fancy it will hardly prove effective for 
campaign purposes among intelligent people. The frequency of these 
lynchings calls attention to the frequency of the crimes which causes 
lynching. The ‘‘Southern barbarism” which deserves the serious atten- 
tion of all people North and South, is the barbarism which preys upon 
weak and defenseless women. Nothing but the most prompt, speedy 
and extreme punishment can hold in check the horrible and beastial 
propensities of the Negro race, There is a strange similarity about a 
number of cases of this character which have lately occurred. 

In each case the crime was deliberately planned and perpetrated by 
several Negroes. They watched for an opportunity when the women 
were left without a protector. It was not a sudden yielding to a fit of 
passion, but the consummation of a devilish purpose which has been 
seeking and waiting for the opportunity. This feature of the crime 
not only makes it the most fiendishly brut \l, but it adds to the terror of 
the situation in the thinly settled country communities. No man can 
leave his family at night without the dread that some roving Negro ruf- 
fian is watching and waiting for this opportunity. The swift punish- 
ment which invariably follows these horrible crimes doubtless acts as a 
deterring effect upon the Negroes in that immediate neighborhood for a 
short time. But the lesson is not widely learned nor long remembered. 
Then such crimes, equally atrocious, have happened in quick succes- 
sion, one in Tennessee, one in Arkansas, and one in Alabama. The 
facts of the crime appear to appeal more to the Negro’s lustful imagina- 
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‘advantages at the hands of the white taxpayers. They have got just 
enough of learning to make them realize how hopelessly their race is 


behind the other in everything that makes a great people, and they at- 


‘tempt to “get even” by insolence, which is ever the resentment of in- 


feriors. There are well-bred Negroes among us, and it is truly unfortun- 
ate that they should have to pay, even in part, the penalty of the offen- 
ses committed by the baser sort, but this is the way of the world, The 
innocent must suffer for the guilty. If the Negroes as a people pos- 
sessed a hundredth part of the self-respect which is evidenced by the 
courteous bearing of some that the ‘‘Scimitar” could name, the friction 
between the races would be reduced to a minimum. It will not do‘to 
beg the question by pleading that many white men are also stirring up 
strife. The Caucasian blackguard simply obeys the promptings of a 


‘depraved disposition, and he is seldom deliberately rough or offensive 


toward strangers or unprotected women. 

The Negro tough, on the contrary, is given to just that kind of 
offending, and he almost invariably singles out white people as his vic- 
tims.” 

On March 9th, 1892, there were lynched in this same city three 
of the best specimens of young since-the-war Afro-American manhood. 
They were peaceful, law-abiding citizens and energetic business men. 

They believed the problem was to be solved by eschewing politics 
and putting money in the purse. They owned a flourishing grocery 
business in a thickly populated suburb of Memphis, and a white man 
named Barrett had one on the opposite corner, After a personal dif- 
ficulty which Barrett sought by going into the ‘‘People’s Grocery” 


drawing a pistol and was thrashed by Calvin McDowell, he (Barrett) 


threatened to “clean them out.” These men were a mile beyond the 
city limits and police protection; hearing that Barrett’s crowd was 


coming to attack them Saturday night, they mustered forces and pre- 


pared to defend themselves against the attack. 

When Barrett came he led a posse of officers, twelve in number, 
who afterward claimed to be hunting aman for whom they had a war- 
rant. That twelve men in citizen’s clothes should think it necessary to 
go in the night to hunt one man who had never before been arrested, or 
made any record as a criminal has never been explained. When they 
entered the back door the young men thought the threatened attack 
was on, and fired into them. Three of the officers were wounded, and 
when the defending party found it was officers of the law upon whom 
they had fired, they ceased and got away. 

_. Thirty-one men were arrested and thrown im jail as “conspirators,” 
although they all declared more than once they did not know they were 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE SOUTH’S POSITION. 


Henry W. Grady in his well-remembered speeches in New Eng- 
land and New York pictured the Afro-American as incapable of self- 
government. Through him and other leading men the cry of the 
South to the country has been ‘‘ Hands off! Leave us to solve our 
problem.” To the Afro-American the South says, ‘‘the white man 
must and will rule.” There is little difference between the Ante-bellum 
South and the New South. 

Her white citizens are wedded to any method however revolting, 
any measure however extreme, for the subjugation of the young man- 
hood of the race. They have cheated him out of his ballot, deprived 
him of civil rights or redress therefor in the civil courts, robbed him 
of the fruits of his labor, and are still murdering, burning and lynch- 
ing him. 

The result is a growing disregard of human life. , ,neh law has 
spread its insiduous influence till men in New York Staite, Pennsylva- 
nia and on the free Western plains feel they can take the law in their 
own hands with impunity, especially where an Afro-American is con- 
cerned. The South is brutalized to a degree not realized, by its own 
inhabitants, and the very foundation of government, law and order, 
are imperilled. 

Public sentiment has had a slight ‘‘ reaction” though not sufficient 
to stop the crusade of lawlessness and lynching. The spirit of chris- 
tianity of the great M. E. Church was aroused to the frequent and re- 
volting crimes against a weak people, enough to pass strong condem- 
natory resolutions at its General Conference in Omaha last May. The 
spirit of justice of the grand old party asserted itself sufficiently to 
secure a denunciation of the wrongs, and a feeble declaration of the 
belief in human rights in the Republican platform at Minneapolis, 
June 7th. Some of the great dailies and weeklies have swung into 
line declaring that lynch law must go. The President of the United 
States issued a proclamation that it be not tolerated in the territories 
over which he has jurisdiction. Governor Northern and Chief Jus- 
tice Bleckley of Georgia have proclaimed against it. The citizens of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., have set a worthy example in that they not only 
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condemn lynch law, but her public men demanded a trial for Weems, 
the accused rapist, and guarded him while the trial was in progress. 
The trial only lasted ten minutes, and Weems chose to plead guilty 
and accept twenty-one years sentence, than invite the certain death 
which awaited him outside that cordon of police if he had told the 
truth and shown the letters he had from the white woman in the case, 

Col. A. S. Colyar, of Nashville, Tenn., is so overcome with the 
horrible state of affairs that he addressed the following earnest letter 
to the Nashville “American.” ‘‘ Nothing since I have been a reading 
man has so impressed me with the decay of manhood among the peo- 
ple of Tennssee as the dastardly submission to the mob reign. We 
have reached the unprecedented low level; the awful eriminal deprav- 
ity of substituting the mob for the court and jury, of giving up the 


_ jail keys to the mob whenever they are demanded. We do it in the 


largest cities and in the country towns; we do it in midday; we do it 
after full, not to say formal, notice, and so thoroughly and generally is 
it acquiesced in that the murderers have discarded the formula of 
masks. They go into the town where everybody knows them, some- 
times under the gaze of the governor, in the presence of the 
courts, in the presence of the sheriff and his deputies, in the pres- 
ence of the entire police force, take out the prisoner, take his life, 
often with fiendish glee, and often with acts of cruelty and barbarism 
which impress the reader with a degeneracy rapidly approaching sav- 
age life. That the State is disgraced but faintly expresses the humi- 
liation which has settled upon the once proud people of Tennessee. 
The State, in its majesty, through its organized life, for which the 
people pay liberally, makes but one record, but one note, and that a 
criminal falsehood, ‘was hung by persons to the jury unknown.’ The 
murder at Shelbyville is only a verification of what every intelligent 
man knew would come, be ise with a mob a rumoris as good asa 
proof,” 

These efforts brought forth apologies and a short halt, but the 
lynching mania was raged again through the past three months with 
unabated fury. 

The strong arm of the law must be brought to bear upon lynchers 
in severe punishment, but this cannot and will not be done unless a 
healthy public sentiment dem nds and sustains such action. 

The men and women in ‘he South who disapprove of lynching and 
remain silent on the perpetration of such outrages, are parti- 
ceps criminis, accomplicer accessories before and after the fact, 
equally guilty with the :.civil law-breakers who would not persist if 
they did not know that neither the law nor militia would be employed 
against them. 
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